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At & hodiday party in Donna. Hoots old nexghborhood, sha was told
she Nad to meet ona of the othar attendeas. Ot of all the &0-0dd women
thare, this other person was just like har—sha had a job,

At the time, Root and husband Peter Rauch wers half-empty nesters, as
their son, Marcus, was going off {0 college, leaving the couple and
daughter, Tessa, rattling around a 3,500-square-foot home. That'’s when tha
family discovernd an alternative 1o their McMansion and tha insuiar festyla
it promcted, in a place called Oak Hills,

“We warg thinlkéng of downszing and then redized that these houses
existed.” says Boot agout their Feshvie discovery in Beaverton, O,  wanted
a Bummer but - onby wanted ona in Qak Hills. Almost daily, on the way to
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"We didn't intend
at first

o do as much as we did

—it kind of
snowballed.”

The meverse viesw of tha enty atriurm Triom our cover shat
three slidinig glass doors open up tothe space: the office
SILS oppasite the e foom at camera left, while the slawe
path secting the whita rock Bods o the right leads 5
the kitchiervdiniyg area. in addifion 1o the IKEA rockers
and rourned arga tug, the roam is formished with g divbed
herm Roorn & Hoand  and- artscrk 20d accents by

romenamer Donna Root.

and from work  weuld drive through 1o check for any For
Sale By Cwrers since there were none listed on the MLS,"

One day she saw their Suban in the distance and fig-
ured Rauchwas also casing the neighbomood, But it was
Iarcus, driving through because he badly wanted the
tamily 1o find a Bummer of their cwn. With only about 30
madern homas in e postwar tract of 800, Rummers
rarety went on the market,

“We heard this house was going up for sake, 50 we
came aver and knocked on the front door and asked 1o
see it." Reuch relates. They phonad thair realtor and put
in an imimediste offer, but the seller went with another
buyer Luckiy that deal fall through, and in 2004 they
wiere the new owmers of a four-bedroom, two-bath ranch
bl in 1967

Robert Rurmmern now 82, buillt lIots of houses, many of
thern quite traditional, i and around greater Portland. But
its the modermn Eichler cousins that peeple refer 1o when
they falk about having a *Rummer” He reminlaces
dooet mesting A Cuincy Jones and working with




draftsmanvarchitect Toby Moore but doesn’t directly
answar the Are your homes tased on Eichler floor plans?
question. He tsle about how all of them—davelopans,
architects, draftsmen—were infduenced by Frank Lioyd
Whight's post and beam designs, and how they all bor-
rowad frorm each others work, He alao tels how his wite,
Fhyllis, ¥9, pointed fm toward unabashedly  modarm
homes when sha fell for an Eichler in the Bay Area. But it
wwaen't until Bob saw the same Eichler model i Loak misg-
azine that he understood whal she was enthwusing over

The Rauch-Soot Bummer had retained s modemist
structure, but suffered from handwman-ifis. "The hause
was full of small home improverment projects done without
an eve to what was next 1o it descrioes Root, a graphic
desigrer turned conporate brand manager: "We necded o
unify the space—isually it drove me insares.”

"o coukd see five different types of flooring from the
kitchen,” adds Rauch, a former materals scientist. "We
did't intend at first to do &3 much as we did—it kind of
snowbaled. The floorng and the painted paneling walls
kind of drove that; we'd say, “We're going this far why
wolkd we leave these ofd tolets —let's just go for it. By the
tirme we vwerg done, it was just studs. concrete and pipes.”

skplighis and windowe walls raise the ambient Bght eyvel
thie living rocm ewan on & gray day, Hompoaner Pete Raich
rauted crannals for media cables and datermined ootlet
lncatians before the new biroleem floors and drgsall e
installad. & vintage [anish moderrs arrmehair s eanme with
couches Boin Rocm & Bozrd a CEZ gofies able and
readular FLOR carpeting. Three IKEA entartainment centers
sang thei legs Hne the orsnoe wall, whene the criginat an s
by son harous Pobloske:

“I'm ni;_': it acrcassible dl_“‘_.ll:|l'll so M maly acote nesy oillon
frevms Targot aned rnls it swith custam fabric uphclstery and
scinetting from IKEA,  =ays Donne Root. 1 abo shap
estate sales for midcentury predes and | looowe IREA | think
it's: realhy cocl:that vau 2an get things that ame oo inexpen-
spve Ll scmesns has done 3 great job desigring. I'm
almost more impressed by that than by spending a kol of

big mieney.”

WHMTER 2 clonnic rapch A7




—

ol e

Cnce farmally divided into-a Ritchern and famly - rocm, the
cockingiceang anag hat sorme populish features—the sain-
less stesl GF Monoggam appliances and track lighting—and
some unussal details Bke the vintage bMoCoy pottery and
rict of thecses pilloas on the. Bandgeatte, The akaningm
stocds are froem Crate & Barrel, IKEA dining chairs

srpound 3 Rocm & Basrd table and overhead = ane of the

aversize pendants Boot specified 16r the rermodel,

Becauss Root is the primary breadwinner, Rauch was
able o work full limee on the project from July 1o
Movesmber, jumping in to demo, dig a 15807 tnench for a
new electical service and install things e tom,  light
fxtures and switches. A personsl plus was all the:Keeh
tools e needed 10 perform these tasks: *My recard is Tve
times at Home Depot in one day” he laughs.

"I'd say Donna hias 70 percant of the design ideas, but
our taste is pretty close.  manty kool at it friom the con-
strpctabiling, do-ability sids: sometimes we'l make a
change because it will ba easier to do, phy=sically.”

[hough the couple communicates in shorthand, that
wasn't the case with their contractar, Matt Endler
‘Muttipla times Matt thought | was insane,” Hoot laughs. "
wias onystal clear [on what  wanted] and Pate's used 1o
me, put Matt was ke, Huh?

“Taka the lights: he thought they iooked s0 cheesy
and old. hewas all over me, Arawou sure you want
those lights?' But pretty early on he understood that |
wnew what | wanted and it wasn’t that  was dithering




"Laminate is so affordable:

it's like

the throwv pillow

pack and forth,” she says.

“We had to bring him along,” Bauch adds, "because
he'd never done a modem house. He would offer his
opinicn, but wouldn't push it But when it was all said and
dare, he told us, Yesh, vou gys did a good job.”

Ore area where BErdler's vote prevailed was in the
kitchen cabingts. "Wa didn’t think we could afford custom
cabingts—it was taming nto a maney pit—se | did a
design on the IKEA onfine Kitchen plannen” Hoot says.
‘Wi were going 1o go up to Saattle and tnack them down,
Bt Matt was hormified: he was, like, "You cannct put IKEA,
cabinets in this houss, Il gat vou custom cabingts for the
same price, "

We wanted to go with walnut," Rauch takes up the

of countertops.”

sty "but Matt =aid you can't usa solid wood, vou have
tor use phravond. We want 1o the lumberyard and started
looking at the 347 walnut gy The finished side was very
even, flat-grained, old-tirmey walnut, but the back side had
major grain varations and erratic figuring —that’s the side
we uged, "

The IKEA layout that Root did formed the basis for
Tom Kimlingers custom work; they only neaded to plan
same additional drenver layouts and a wrap for the L-
shape bottom cupboard. “The man is & god," Root
anthuses.

They contermplated & 510,000 chunk of Conan for the
excaotionaly deen mgin counter, but nstead usead that to
sunaund the sink and went with orange laminate for the




Betorw: | pickad the calor™ 1 3-yvearold Tessa s3ys about
her blue bedroom fernished largely with IKEA paeces, |
o't like dull colors at all; | Ccollect Japanese erasers that
yond can taae apart and put back tooather, and paner drink

umbreflas, shells, national park badges, magnets.™ Hanging

nine IKEA magret boands kel aod evendy specid wias (sl
the kind of chaflenge Rauen has cotten good at. Right:
laszas bath is tiled with glass mosaic from Hakatazi; the wet

room houses the tadh and toilet, wihile the sink s i thee
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Qpposite: The mastar bedroom has the anby air conditoner
rothe biome, but slading qlass docss 2 sendnes make i
pleasant all bt & handful of 100 plus days. The neutrsl
liners and FEoom & Board bed are punched up with colorhul
Stz ard an Earnes Hang-it-Allan the wall that corrals
texties and puries, Below, rights The master bath also has

floorto-ceding Hakatai tile and a Rorman tub originad o tha

ke Aosimp'e Target cabinet provides storage and the

fioor material is the sarre sate wmed in the Atrium
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cookiop area. “Laminate is so affordatle that 1 we ting of
the color, it's not very expensve to replace; it like the
thrcee il of countenops,” Rool says.

Atormic: Banch irst rat M and Mrs. Bumnier during an
Cak Hills home tour, and ane wonders o the vanous
ranonsbors they see today sit with ham. Bob, in particu-
ar, eppears to thoroughly enjoy the curant attention, and
ooth seam interested in how & new generation IS inter-
prating thewr homes. Phylis was sheays invohed in the
osness and helped choose the orginal earth-tonad color
paleftes of the houses, Bob notas that men wara particu
arly drawn to his designz, with voung doctors and engl-
neers being typical buyers. They were both quick o praise
the Root-Rauch rermoced,

Two glaments that make a2 Burmmer a Bummer are the
sunken Homan b inthe master bath, wiech e couple
rebainged, and finerglass roofing i the atrium. By the time
thay bought the hausa, the atrium had operable skylights
natead and that upgrade makes for & spit-personalby
roam: its protected from the rain el unheated, and the
natural aiflow in the semmer mhakes all but the hottest
davs pleasant. The family uses the space gas a reading
roar, ety ball and circulabon shortout.

The punchy orange accants and black fioars are
among tha first details one notices, and they mamEin
some of the couple’s favante aspects. "Alter five vears, |
atill realy love the pakette” Boot says, “While  was pick-
1 the colars | was on a business thp 1o S5an Francisco
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Top left, clockwise; Donna Root is an ardent kndtter, and

btk of yern decorate the living room table. & duster of

Inexgense midcentuns-inspired vases ocked up at various Opposite: Rauch and Tessa pursuing separate activities just a
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places—Front IKEA 1o a trip ta Londan. The MeCay Pottery fews fit gpart. The paint for the orange walls in the living

collecton and sbundaane of decorative pillcaws would be rooen a0 the affice was matched to the Kichen Bminate. fn

T ST i 1 bBine ] ' I ' - i 1 . i
AR Comrmon. elEments in 2 bungalows, bul thay're right at the farmer dining rocm, & wall betwean it ans he titchan

Rome in 1he Coupses soft-modem interior. Rant farages for carme down during the semadel, Tos couple would kove 1o
bargain priced paint-by-rumbers "art” at yard zales and upgrace e averstettad armchaies from their P dansio:

watage shops; thase hang in the hallway whis others are librany with twir kst and white kather Eames lounge chairs,

ot the ol just inside the front coor, T wrap-around EES bookshelves are also due to be replaced

with walout versions 1o match the kitchen cabinetry,
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and want into this 'B0s vintage watfle house. You walk in
and they have orange courtertops and walnut accents. it
made me hapoy; it validates some of my choices, The
idea was that it still looks like a vintage house but with
upgraded sufaces.”

When 4 came 1o the fooring, they considered every-
thing: cork, wood, slata—the latter would have bDeen
Rauchs cholce | money allowed. "Hwas a bit of nsk fak-
11, acknowledges Root. "The guy said the only other
tene he'd laid black sheet incleum was in Las Vegas.
With the dag, you can't realty keep it shiny, but i youn et
go of that, we realhy ke it.”

| was concermed about its durability,” Rauch adds,
“out it's held up well, At night it disappears and it's real
hy dramatiz.”

With Cal Hills' bucolic master-planned green space,
gamentary school, pool, church, BV lot and cama-
raclans, do they miss their big MoMansion? Kot a hit.
‘Kidls weho g U hene coma back to buy hormes,™ says
Hauch. “I'd never consder gaing back to the neightor-
hood  grew up in, bul peaple here do it regularky. Oak

illz wias such a great place for theen that thay want their
wicls to expenenceit, 1o’ 1]

Loy far andenar adfess OuTsae fne mods acans Do

Chack aut The Vintaoge Hores i ocur iookstore, page 25




